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poem 1223 1.72 24 0.00 + 6321.03
stanza 398 0.56 1 0.00 + 2119.28
deviation 312 0.44 5 0.00 + 1621.49
millennium 323 0.45 14 0.00 + 1616.66
Agard 297 0.42 0 0.00 + 1591.80
bug 279 0.39 4 0.00 + 1453.88
is 1817 2.55 9851 1.02 + 1044.93
reader 209 0.29 13 0.00 + 1023.00
this 1042 1.46 4226 0.44 + 945.22
stanzas 164 0.23 0 0.00 + 878.97
words 274 0.38 219 0.02 + 822.35
line 260 0.36 199 0.02 + 793.59
nouns 147 0.21 0 0.00 + 787.86
computers 175 0.25 40 0.00 + 737.02
the 6829 9.58 653696.75 + 689.08
semantic 147 0.21 16 0.00 + 685.48
verbs 123 0.17 0 0.00 + 659.23
parallelism 125 0.18 6 0.00 + 622.08
poet 140 0.20 27 0.00 + 606.40
verb 114 0.16 1 0.00 + 599.65
noun 115 0.16 2 0.00 + 596.40
devil 122 0.17 11 0.00 + 579.53
used 257 0.36 440 0.05 + 522.30
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Methodology
• Build a mini-corpus of learner discourse from undergraduate 
coursework assignments produced in stylistics modules during the
2008-9 academic year
• Build a mini-corpus of professional discourse from published 
stylistics analyses produced by professional practitioners
• Use Wmatrix2 to analyse and compare usage in the learner 
corpus with the practitioners’ corpus 
• Make a cross-comparison of both mini-corpora against the British 
National Corpus, to identify deviation from non-stylistics usage
• Extract statistically significant data to characterise learner and 
professional discourse
• Extrapolate results to inform pedagogical practice
The stylistics ‘discourse community’ is a group of academics and researchers who may be said to use a shared 
disciplinary register and a demonstrate a shared mindset which prioritises a rigorous and explicit analytical approach 
to language.
This PhD project seeks corpus-based empirical 
evidence of when and how learners begin to 
approximate the academic discoursal techniques 
of professional practitioners of stylistics
What professional stylistics practitioners do
• Produce coherent interpretations from their 
first impressions of a text or extract
• Analyse the text in detail, selecting those 
aspects of theory that are likely to provide 
interesting linguistic information 
• Relate their interpretations to the 
data provided by analysis
• Re-evaluate or refine their interpretations 
as necessary (‘Literary Stylistics’), or   
suggest new theory based on their 
findings  (‘Linguistic Stylistics’).
